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Supporting your child for their KS3 Mid Year Assessments 

 
This year all students in years 7, 8 and 9 will be expected to sit mid-year assessments in English, Maths and 
Science.  
 
We have created a revision booklet to help students plan and complete their revision for these assessments 
over a six week period. The booklet contains a six week breakdown of revision topics for English, Maths and 
Science, as well as blank weekly revision planners.  You can find further information about your child’s mid-
year assessments and revision booklet via the Arbor Parent App and an electronic copy of the revision booklet 
can be found here:  www.lowryacademy.org.uk/students/mid-year-assessments  
 
We have been training students to use three revision techniques:  
 

✓ Self-Quizzing (Look, Cover, Write, Check)  
✓ Flashcards  
✓ Cornell Notes  

 
We refer to these techniques as ‘The Lowry Way’.  Please encourage your child to use these techniques when 
revising (reminder explanations for each technique are included in the revision booklet).  
 
Encouraging your child to start their revision now is good practice as it helps your child to embed core 
knowledge into their long-term memory.  
 
Their mid-year assessments will take place in lesson time during the following weeks after the Christmas 
break:  
 
Subject  Week Beginning  

English  12th January 2026  

Maths  12th / 19th January 2026  

Science  5th / 12th / 19th January 2026  

  

Thank you for your support.  
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Year 8 Mobile Phone Pouch Rollout  
Supporting Focused Learning and Academic Excellence 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We are writing to inform you of an important change we are introducing for Year 8 students from Thursday 27th 
November: the use of mobile phone pouches during the school day.  
 
This follows a highly successful rollout with Year 7, where we have seen:  
 

• A more focused and calm learning environment across lessons and social times.  
• A significant reduction in unnecessary sanctions related to mobile phone use.  
• Students feeling more present and engaged in their learning.  

 
The pouch system allows students to retain their mobile phones throughout the day, but they are securely 
stored in a locked pouch which cannot be opened until the end of the school day. This means students still 
have their phones with them for safety and communication before and after school, while ensuring they are 
not a distraction during learning time.  
  
Why Are We Making This Change?  
Recent research supports our approach. Studies show that limiting mobile phone use during the school day 
can:  

• Improve concentration and academic performance, especially for students who find it harder to 
focus.  

• Reduce distractions and multitasking, which are linked to lower test scores and weaker memory.  
• Support student wellbeing by reducing exposure to online conflict and social pressures during school 

hours.  
 
This change is part of our broader commitment to academic excellence. By removing unnecessary 
distractions, we’re creating an environment where every student can focus, engage deeply in learning, and 
achieve their best. Many other schools have successfully implemented similar mobile phone policies and are 
seeing positive results.  
  
  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q: Will my child still have access to their phone in an emergency? 

Yes. Students keep their phones with them in the pouch, which is unlocked at the end of the school day. In 
case of a genuine emergency, staff can unlock the pouch.  

 

Q: What if I need to contact my child during the day?  

Please contact the school office as usual. We will ensure any urgent messages are passed on promptly.  

 

Q: Can students use their phones at break or lunch?  

No. The pouch remains locked throughout the school day to maintain consistency and reduce distractions.  
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Q: What happens if a student tampers with the pouch?  

Tampering with the pouch will be treated as a behaviour concern. Students are expected to follow the same 
expectations as Year 7, who have responded very positively.  

 

Q: Is this a permanent change? 

We will review the impact regularly, but early evidence from Year 7 and national research suggests this 
approach is highly beneficial for learning and wellbeing.  

  
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
 
Yours Faithfully,  
 
 
Nicola Griffith  
Vice Principal – Pastoral  
 

Back to Contents 
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School Photographs 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

 

The Year 7 and Year 8 school photographs are now online and ready to view and order.  Please note, that the 
order deadline for free deliver to school is Wednesday 19 November 2025.  After this date, parents will be 
required to pay for home delivery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLICK HERE TO 

VIEW AND ORDER 

Back to Contents 

https://orders.online.bentleypics.com/
https://orders.online.bentleypics.com/
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Free English Assessments at The Lowry Academy 

 

What? 

Find out your current English level and secure your place in our upcoming FREE English courses. 

 
Where? 

The Lowry Academy, Hilton Lane, Little Hulton, M28 0SY. 

 
When? 

Various dates in November: 

• Saturday 8th November, 11:15 – 13:15 

• Saturday 15th November, 11:15 – 13:15 

• Monday 17th November, 18:00 – 20:00 

• Saturday 22nd November, 11:15 – 13:15 

• Saturday 29th November, 11:15 – 13:15 

 

Who? 

Parents, carers and adult family members who want to find out their current English level and improve their 
skills. 

 

How to enrol & book your assessment: 
Places are limited — book yours today! 

 

   Call or Text: 07922 671325 
        Email: speakandbelongcic@gmail.com 
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